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Fiscal Year 1993 and 1994 Strategy for Selection of Treatment Technologies for Rocky Flats 
Combusable Wxed Wastes 

Jdl E. Lytle, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Waste Management, EM-30, HQ 
Clyde W. Frank, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Technology Development, EM-50, HQ 

As you are aware, the treatment of combustible mixed wastes at Rocky Flats has become a 
major focus of our compliance-related technology development efforts for Land Disposal 

unit at Rocky Flats for this waste appears to be a sigmficant public policy declsion to be faced 
by the Rocky Flats waste management program Members of Headquarters EM-30 and EM-50 
staffs, Rocky Flats Office Waste Programs Division and EG&G met on May 27, 1993, to 
idenufy key elements of a strategy to be implemented in Fiscal Years 1993 and 1994 for 
selecnng the most appropnate technology for combustlbles 

Key elements of our strategy are attached, we ask that you review these and transmit any 

mend to follow this general strategy in dlrecung contractor aCtlVlheS, fOrRIU~ahng our public 
involvement plans and developing deliverables pursuant to the Federal Faclliues Compliance 
Act 

If you have any qUeShOnS or comments regarding this strategy, contact me at (303) 966-4440, 
Tom Lukow at 966-4561 or John Rampe at 966-6246 
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I Resmcted &DR) mixed waste The decision whether or not to construct a thermal treatment 

I comments or concerns to us as soon as possible Pendxng any comments you may have, we 

I 

add 
fichaelS Karol 
Assistant Manager 

for Facility Operanons 

2ORRES CONTROL I x 1 x 
I I  

Reviewed for Addressee 
Corres Control RFP 

A 
7 -  13-93 c L< 

DATE BY 

Ref Ltr # 

3F46522 (Rev 3/33) 

Attachment 

cc w/Attachment 

3 Rhodenck, EM-35 1 
J Taylor, EM-55 
R. Di Salvo, RPB, RFO 
R Tyler, RPB, RFO 
T Hedahl, EG&G 
S Anderson, EG&G 

cc w/o Attachment 
D Ruscitto, AMFO, RFO 
T Lukow, WPD, RFO 
3 Rampe, RPB, RFO 

P BubU, EM-323 

ADMlN RECORD 

110" 



o o o o o s ~ 3 g  
ATTACKME" 
WPD. JJR.08002 

Key Elements of the Rocky Flats Proposed Strategy to Select 
Treatment System(s) for Combustible Wastes 

veloumental Work for a FluiQzed Red T n a m  (FBU) - The FBU remans 1) ConnnueDe 
Rocky Flats' basehne pathway toward achievmg Land Disposal Resmcted (LDR) compliance 
for combusuble wastes and as such cannot be abandoned untd and unless definihve 
alternaaves are found. Work m FY 1993 and 1994 wll concentrate on cold tests to optlmize 
facihty design and demonstrate its effechveness on Rocky Flats wastes. In other respects, 
we wll duect that development work be non-site-speclfic, to allow this work to be usable by 
any other sites that may wsh to examine the applicabihty of this technology 

Connnue De veloDmen t of Tnanerahon A lteman ves. wth Down-SelecgM - A number of 
technology development projects are ongoing at Rocky Flats as dteXmW2S to thermal 
trearment These include vanous chemical oxldatlon techmques and biodegradaaon, among 
others. We beheve that this pathway should proceed, but that the number of cunent projects 
is too large gwen hkely budget consmnts in FY 1994 Therefore, we are h u n g  EG&G 
to implement the Technology Selectlon Deasion Document (TSDD) for tlus SLUE of 
technologes to begn the process of down-selectlon We envision that no more than two 
mcmeraaon alternatives wdl be camed forward into FY 1994 

3) Expedite the Tesh ng: of Debns Rule Minimal Techn0bg-G W -- Most 
combushble mlxed waste at Rocky Flats is hazardous debns and subject potenually to the 
mimmal technology treatments now allowed under the debns rule These treatments include 
sohMicaaon by polymer or cement, and vapor desorpnon of orgmc compounds We are 
drecnng EG&G to initlate expdted tesang of these methodologes, and have sohcited 
assistance from the Los Almos Technology Office to evaluate systems for thermal 
desorpaon EM-50 has provided lnitlal fundng for expehted testmg Tesung wll proceed 
with full pamcipanon of our regulators, and in coordmaaon wth the Nevada Test Site, 
where the treated waste is planned to eventually be &sposed We wlll ask for Headquarters' 
assistance in faCditahng this latter interactlon 

lic PamclDano n -- We will invite active public pmcipahon m implementmg thls strategy 
We antlcipate reconvening the Cihzens' Revlew Group (CRG) later h s  summer to provide 

4) ?ub 

us with input on use of the TSDD to select inaneranon alternauves to carry forward into FY 
1994 We also anncipate presenang the key elements of our strategy r e g d n g  the selecnon 
of treatment technologes for combusnbles in a larger pubhc forum, such as the Colorado 
Council on Rocky Flats The CTMP Public Involvement Plan is being revlsed by EG&G to 
reflect these, and wll be forwarded to Headquarters when completed. 

5) ReTulatory Interface -- Regulators have already been bnefed ma the monthly LDR project 
managers' meetings on many of the aspects of this strategy, includmg the pursuit of debns 
rule mirumal technoloBes for treatment of combustibles Reacaons have been favorable, 
albeit at an lnformal level We expect that the schedules found ln the CTMP, which wlll be 
carned through to the proposed new LDR mxed waste Comphance Agreement, wll sdl 
form a basis for waste management technology development at Rocky Flats One paxncular 
mllestone, now scheduled for June 1994, calls for a deasion to be made (and, implicitly, our 
regulators and the public nohfied) as to whether or not to proceed wth pursuing a Part B 
permit for a thermal treatment unit Given the obvlous unphcaaons of h s  milestone, we 
beheve that our technology development and unplementanon strategy outhned above should 
point toward final selecaon of the treatment opnon(s) for Rocky Flats' combushble wastes to 
support this milestone Given the pivotal nature of the milestone, recommendmg extendng 
the milestone to October 1994 is being considered to correspond to the beglnning of the fiscal 
year, and to assure that all relevant data can be gathered in time to support a decision on 
treatment of combushbles 
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